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February 2010 Newsletter 
 
Things and time are just moving along.  We’ve got thru the holidays and hope 
everyone has settled into the New Year.  I am still writing 2009, that will take some 
time to change to 2010.  Mid-Winter was a great success, we all have a wonderful 
time, more on that a little later in the newsletter.  It’s time to start thinking about 
rounding up those last few members that still need to renew their dues.  Unit 
Chairmen it is time to start looking at getting your reports together for District 
competition.  Our Spring Conference will be held earlier this year; it’s on March 20th 
where it’s usually in April.  This is the time to show off and brag about the good 
things your Units do.   
 
This is going to be one of my marathon newsletters, but all the information in this 
newsletter is so important.  It takes me a while to put this newsletter together, so 
please take the time out to read everything, as it will help us prepare for a very 
successful Spring Conference. 
 
Membership – as of January 22, 2010 we are at 80.38%.  How are we comparing to 
last year? 
                       District Quota      Seniors     Juniors     Total      %        Position 
Jan 23, 2009        2013                    1471         190      1661     82.51%        4th 
 
Jan 22, 2010       1962                    1407         170      1577      80.38%       4th  
 
The bad news is that we are lagging a little behind from last year at this time; the 
good news is that we just jumped up from 5th place to 4th place in the state.  This just 
tells me that you all are out there working your membership.  You all are so very 
much appreciated. 
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*****VERY IMPORTANT***** Unit Presidents by now you should 

have received the 2010 Unit Data Form from Department.  The deadline to get 
it back to Department is February 28, 2010.  If you have not sent it in yet, please do 
so immediately.  A lot of Units complain because the Unit membership chairman is 
not getting the dues from members, well if you fail to send this form in you run that 
risk of having that problem.  EVEN THOUGH YOUR UNIT MEMBERSHIP 
CHAIRMAN IS THE SAME PERSON FROM LAST YEAR, YOU STILL NEED 
TO SEND THIS FORM IN.  This form from Department is Gold, if you have not 
received this form; I have a copy enclosed with this newsletter.  It’s not gold but it 
will do if you do not have the original. 
 
Our 6th District raffle for our 2011 – 2012 Department President Monique Batiste is 
still going strong; however, we have about two (2) more months to sell these raffle 
tickets.  Our drawing will be done at the 6th District Spring Conference.  Please mail 
the tickets/money to me before the Spring Conference, or if you are planning on 
attending the conference you may bring them that day.  As of today, January 22, 
2010, listed below is the Units that turned in their tickets/money. 
 
 Unit  Money Received  Tickets Returned   # of Tickets still out 
 
   16   $10.00    0    40 
   38   $27.00  23      0 
   81     $30.00    0      0                                       
          109   $10.00    0      0 
 156   $10.00    0      0 
 160   $10.00    0      0 
  185   $10.00  10        0 – Donated 
 212   $10.00    0      0 
 248   $30.00    0      0 
 416   $10.00    0      0 
 560   $10.00    0      0 
All other Units still have all of the tickets allotted to their Unit. 
 
February is Americanism month.  The Auxiliary’s Americanism program promotes 
patriotism and responsible citizenship and strives to uphold and promote American 
ideals and the principles of democracy. 
 



The goal of the Auxiliary’s Americanism program is to educate every citizen on the 
fundamentals of American government, the Bill of Rights and the value of active, 
informed involvement in the home, in the Auxiliary organization and in the 
Community.  Most successful Americanism programs are cooperative efforts between 
an Auxiliary Unit and its community.  Contributions donated to the Spirit of Youth 
Fund by individuals, organizations and members’ estates, benefit young people 
through such programs as the Americanism Youth Conference at Freedoms 
Foundation and scholarships. 
 
The Citizens Flag Alliance is an apolitical, non-partisan confederation of 
organizations and individuals who wish to protect the United States flag from acts of 
physical desecration.  The Citizens Flag Alliance’s goal is to pass a Constitutional 
amendment prohibiting flag desecration.  The American Legion Auxiliary joined this 
effort in 1994 due to its belief that the flag is unique, deserving proper respect, care 
and protection.   
 
Carolyn Tate is the 6th District Americanism Chairman. 
 

Mid-Winter Conference 
 
What a great time we all had at the Mid-Winter Conference.  As far as the awards go 
we shined as we always do.  Listed below are the awards that the 6th District received. 
I hope I did not leave anyone out, if so please contact me and I will announce it in the 
next newsletter.  It is important that I don’t leave anyone out; I will also need this 
information for my reports to Department. 
 
Unit 16 – Awards received from National 
 Southern Division National Best Poppy Poster Class I 
  Kaitlyn Allen – student from Lake Castle Private School 
 Southern Division National Best Poppy Poster Class II 
  Elizabeth Denham – student from Lake Castle Private School 
 National Department Award for Best New Web Site – presented to 
  Marie Duracher, Webmaster 
 
Unit 47 – Awards received from National 
 Certification of Participation “Give 10 to Education” 
 Americanism Essay Award Southern Division Class 3 Best Essay 
  Madeline Bennett – sponsored by Unit 47 
 Community Service Volunteer Award with a $200.00 check – Cindy Newton 
 Home Service Volunteer Award – Cindy Newton 
 Field Service Volunteer Award – Cindy Newton 
 Outstanding Women Veteran Award for Louisiana – Cindy Newton 



 National President’s Excellence Award 
  Awarded to Unit 47 – Sylvia Anthony – President 
  Cindy Newton – author of report 
 Department Award – The Great American Family Award – presented to 
  The Mott Family 
 
Unit 258 – Awards received from National 
 Unit Program of the Year Award for Best Overall Legislative Program in 
  The Southern Division – presented to Ruby Petho 
 Unit Program of the Year Award for Unit Junior Activities Program in The  
  Southern Division – presented to Chella Needham 
 Best Overall National Security Program for Best Department Program in The 
  Southern Division – presented to Maggie Watts 
 National Junior Member of the Year Award – presented to Brittany Watts 
 Certificate of Appreciation for recognition of Legislative efforts on behalf 
  of Veterans, Our Flag and the American Legion Auxiliary – presented  
  to Ruby Petho 
 
Our own 6th District Secretary/Treasurer, and Music Chairman, Hattie B. Johnson, 
was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation and a Resolutation by the Department 
President Kathy Thistrup for the many years of providing music at our Mid Winter 
and State Conferences.  An award well deserved and a long time coming.   
 
We are so proud of these members and these Units for making the 6th District look 
good.  Thanks for all of the hard work you all put into your projects. 
 
All of these awards were giving out on Sunday morning, and I guess that everyone 
was just tired, so no one brought camera to take pictures of our members getting 
awards. 
  

                           
Kathy Mott and her family receiving                             Hattie B. Johnson receiving her “Certificate                                   
 “The Great American Family”                                                   of Appreciation” and a resolution for her many years 
Award                                                                of providing the music at our Conferences 

 



One of the highlights of the Mid-Winter was the Past Department Presidents 
auctioning off hats that each designed.  The monies raised would benefit their 
“Cool Cats Past Department Presidents Club.”  Mrs. Syble was the auctioneer. 
I think they reported raising around $700.00.  American Legion Commander 
Doc Lefleur bought three (3) of the hats and modeled two (2) of them.   
 

          
 

Commander Lefleur modeling two (2) of the three (3) hats he bought 
 

     
            Hattie B. Johnson                 Cindy Newton                   Maggie Watts 
Three of the 6th District and Past Department Presidents modeling their designer hats. 
 
I must apologize to Barbara Thibodaux; she also had modeled her hat, but somehow I 
did not have a picture.   
 
6th District Honorary Junior President and Junior member of Unit 258 – Tucker A. 
Gregoire Brittany Watts announced her candidacy for National Honorary Junior 
President.  Good luck Brittany, the 6th District wishes you well. 
 
Other happenings at the Mid-Winter Conference, the Department President and the 
Department Commander had a membership bet, whoever had the highest percent of 
membership by December 31, 2009 would be the winner.  The Juniors and the Sons 
of the American Legion also had the same bet.  The loser would have to dress up like 
a clown for the joint session of Saturday morning.  How unfortunate the Legion and 
the Sons both lost.  Our Department President’s project is so important to our state 
because of the disasters we experience with hurricanes, flooding just to mention a 
few, is to raise money for the Louisiana Emergency Fund.  So when the Commander 
offered her $500.00 for the Emergency Fund, in exchange of being a clown our 



President gladly accepted knowing that this money will help one of our members in 
their time of need, so no Clown Lefleur but we got a nice donation to the Emergency 
Fund.  However, the Detachment Commander Jimmie Knight wasn’t so lucky.  The 
picture on the left speaks for itself, accompanying the clown is our own 6th District 

Haley Bland, Department of Louisiana Junior Honorary 
President.  
 
 
Great job Haley!! 
 
 
 

 
Saturday afternoon the Department held the raffle for the baskets.  The 6th District 
had two (2) items for the raffle, one (1) was a basket filled with Louisiana items, 
LSU, Southern University, Mardi Gras items, crocheted doilies, jellies, and Louisiana 
spices.  The other was a pig pen inside of the pig pen was a pig filled with money, in 
the amount of $550.  I think everyone wanted to win the pig.  Anna Knight from the 
3rd District won the two (2) 6th District baskets. 
 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people and Units for their 
donations: 
 

Unit 47 $25.00 
Unit 248 $50.00 
Post 248 $100.00 
Unit 258 $30.00 
Unit 38 $50.00 
Unit 502 $50.00 
Unit 505 $50.00 
Unit 16 $50.00 

Sylvia Anthony $20.00 
Maggie Watts $25.00 
Cathy Hughes $30.00 



Mavis Rios $20.00 
Shelby & Haley Bland $25.00 

Barbara LeJeune $25.00 
Unit 416 Louisiana Items 

Cindy Newton Silver Tray 
Barbara LeJeune Louisiana Items 

 
We were informed at the Conference that Department will be asking the Districts to 
create baskets for a raffle at the Department Convention.  So Units, we will need to 
come up with another basket for June. 
 
Then the night-time fell upon us and we all attended the membership party.  Lots of 
the Units in the 6th District received target date certificates.  For all of the Units that 
did not attend I have your certificates and will present them to you at the Spring 
Conference.  The highlight of the membership party was the race car competition.  
All District Presidents had to design a race car and model the car.  Below is your 
District President with her car. 
 

  
   2nd place winner   1st place winner 
    6th District                                 7th District 
 
Our Spring DEC and Spring Conference are coming up, DEC will be on March 6th at 
Post 38 in Baton Rouge and Conference will be at Post 16 in Covington.   
 
UNIT PRESIDENTS – you will need to have a report of all of your accomplishments 
for this year.  Please have two (2) copies of your report, one (1) for the secretary and 
one (1) for the District President.  You will be limited to three (3) minutes to present 
your report.  Unit Presidents that are not planning on attending the Spring 
Conference, I would appreciate it if you would mail me a copy of your 
accomplishments.  It does not have to be typed; I will take a handwritten report.  I 
would like to include your Unit in my final report at Department Convention.  So 
please mail or E-mail me a copy of your accomplishments, donations etc.  

And the winners are 
 5th place – 3rd District 
 4th place – 1st District 
 3rd place – 8th District 
 2nd place – 6th District 
 1st place – 7th District 



UNIT CHAIRMEN – Your reports are due to the District Chairman no later than 
Saturday, March 6, 2010.  No reports will be accepted after that date.  Enclosed is a 
list of the District Awards 
 
DISTRICT CHAIRMAN AND DISTRICT OFFICERS – At the Spring Conference 
be ready to honor your challenges you made at our fall DEC.  Enclosed is a list of all 
challenges.  Enclosed is a reporting sheet for you to fill out for your challenges.  
Please have two (2) copies, one (1) for the secretary and 1 (1) for the District 
President. 
 
AREA PRESIDENTS – at the Spring Conference please have your Units 
membership reports.  Please have two (2) copies; one (1) for the secretary and one (1) 
for the District President.   
  Carol Johansen -----------Area A 
  Juliana Roberson---------Area B 
            Sylvia Anthony-----------Area C 
  Hattie B. Anthony--------Area D 
  Mary Higginbotham------Area E 
  Vacant/Barbara LeJeune-Area F 
  Becky Shillings------------Area G 
 
DISTRICT CHAIRMEN – Presentation of District awards at Spring Conference.  
Chairmen please have your certificates ready to be presented.  Please call me or  
E-mail me with the name of the winner for your award.   
  Americanism------------------Carolyn Tate 
  Children and Youth-----------Juliana Roberson 
  Community Services----------Kathy Mott 
  Education-----------------------A.J. Palmer 
  Junior Activity-----------------Shelby Bland 
  Music----------------------------Hattie B. Johnson 
  National Security---------------Carol Johansen 
  Poppy-----------------------------Cindy Newton 
  Public Relations ----------------Vacant 
  VA & R---------------------------Mavis Rios 
 
CHAPLAIN – JUNIORS AND SENIORS – Your prayer books are also due to the 
District Chaplain – Sheila Brunett by no later than March 6th, 2010.  If you are 
planning to come to the DEC on that date you can bring your books then.  Enclosed 
are the criteria for preparing your books. 
 
HISTORIANS – JUNIORS AND SENIORS – Your history books are due to the 
District Historian – Natalie Chevalier by no later than March 6th, 2010.  If you are 



planning to come to the DEC on that date you can bring your books then.  Enclosed 
are the criteria for preparing your books. 
 
UNIT PRESIDENT OF THE YEAR – Your report is due to the District President by 
no later than March 6th 2010.  If you are planning to come to the DEC on that date 
you can bring your books then.  A certificate will be awarded for the best report on 
her Unit’s activities, namely Senior and Junior membership, Americanism, 
Rehabilitation, Children and Youth, Community Services, Constitution and Bylaws, 
Education, Legislative and Publicity.  (These activities need not be just those of the 
Unit President; however, they should clearly indicate her leadership).  You should 
submit a narrative report, not to exceed 1,000 words.   
 
AUXILIARY MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD – Your report is due to the 
District President by no later than March 6th 2010.  If you are planning to come to the 
DEC on that date you can bring your books then.  A certificate will be presented to 
the winner at our Spring Conference.  This award is based on the contributions which 
the individual has made to the American Legion Auxiliary, through her participation 
and contributions to her Unit, District and Department during the current year.  The 
nominee must be a Senior member.  The member shall not have served in a 
leadership role higher than Unit President.  However, she does not have to have 
served as President.  The nominee and her Unit will be expected to have made 
substantial contributions in the following areas:   
  Membership Campaign – Senior and Junior 
  Americanism Programs – Americanism and Girls State 
  Rehabilitation Programs – Hospital and Poppy Sales 
  Children and Youth 
  Other Programs – Community Services, Constitution and Bylaws, 
   Education, Finance, Legislative, Music, National Security 
   And Publicity 
The Unit’s entry shall include the name and address of the nominee, together with a 
narrative of not more than 1,000 words.  The narrative shall describe the nominee’s 
accomplishments and achievements for the current year.  Each entry to the District 
President MUST be signed by the Unit President and the Unit Secretary and must 
contain a full certification from applicant herself and at least three (3) supporting 
letters of documentation before it can be accepted by the District President for 
consideration as a District winner in her District. 
 
JUNIOR AUXILIARY MEMBER OF THE YEAR – Your report is due to the 
District Junior Activity Chairman – Shelby Bland by no later than March 6th 2010.  If 
you are planning to come to the DEC on that date you can bring your books then.  A 
certificate will be presented to the Junior member who, through her participation in 
Auxiliary programs has given unselfishly of her time and talents.  Each entry should 



be a narrative report, typed and double spaced with 500 words or less, describing the 
nominee’s accomplishments during the current administrative year.  Entry must 
include the name and address of the nominee, name and Unit number, and name of 
the Department.  Nomination must be signed by the Unit Junior Activities Advisor, 
and the Junior Group President.  The Junior Activity Chairman will have the entries 
judged, the winner’s report will be given to the District President to be certified and 
mailed to Department. 
 
The Spring Conference is the time we elect new officers.  The majority of the time all 
the officers move up, and when that happens that leaves the office of the Chaplain 
open.  Please consider running for an office.  Let’s continue to have the leadership 
this District has always experienced, be a part of it.  It’s fun and exciting and as long 
as I am around, which I hope to be, I will be there along with other Past District 
Presidents to assist you if needed, as well as all of the other officers in the District.  
Take pride in the 6th District. 
 
It’s about 4:23 pm on Sunday, January 24, its time for me to get ready for the Saints 
game.  We win this one; we are on our way to the Super Bowl.  Geaux Saints. 
 
It’s about 10:45 am on Monday, January 25, and we did it, we are Miami Bound to 
the Super Bowl.   

 
 
Hopefully, the next newsletter, I can include a picture of the Saints as the Super Bowl 
winners.  Remember February 7, 2010 at 5:30 pm. 
 
For God and Country 
 
Barbara LeJeune 
6th District President



 
 
You are cordially invited to attend the 

 
6th District’s Party 

 
at the Alexandria Veterans Hospital 

 
Sunday, February 14, 2010 

 
At 1:30 pm 

 
Donations of cakes, chips, drinks, 

 
Monies for bingo will be gratefully  

 
Accepted 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact  

Barbara LeJeune 
225 638-3328 

blejeune@charter.net 
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�
Date:   January 25, 2010 

�
To:     All 6 th District Officers, Chairmen,  
               Unit President, Area Presidents 

�
Subject:  6th District Executive Meeting 
 
From:  Barbara LeJeune, District President 
 
The 6th District Executive Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 6, 
2010 at 9:00 am at the American Legion Nicholson Post 38 in Baton 
Rouge. 
 
Unit Presidents if you plan on attending this meeting, and your program 
chairmen have not mailed in their reports, please bring them to the meeting 
with you, as they will not be accepted after March 6th.  However, please 
make every attempt to mail you reports to the District Chairmen in case 
they do not attend this meeting.  District Officers please be prepared to 
judge the Auxiliare Member of the Year and Unit President of the Year.  A 
new slate of District Officers for the 2010 – 2011 year will be discussed. 
 
I hope to see a good turnout. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
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Date:    January 25, 2010 
 
To:   All 6 th District Officers, Chairmen,  
               Unit President, Area Presidents 
 
Subject:  2009 6th District Spring Conference 
   Official Call Out 
 
From:    Barbara LeJeune, District President 
 
 
The 6th District Spring Conference will be held on Saturday, March 20 at 9:00 am at 
the American Legion Post 16 in Covington, LA. 
 
This is a very important meeting; I would like to see a good turn out from our Units.  
On the agenda will be to announce the Auxiliare Member of the Year, and Unit 
President of the Year, as well as electing a new slate of officers for the coming year.   
 
Unit Presidents please bring the end of the year report of your Unit’s activities; you 
will have three (3) minutes to present your report.  District Officers and Area 
Presidents be prepared to award your Units with the challengers that you made.  
District Chairmen be prepared to present your awards. 
 
The American Legion Post 16 is located at 2031 Highway 190 Bypass, Covington. 
 
Hope to see a great turnout at the Spring Conference.  
 
 
 


